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Major economic infrastructures in Europe
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Berlin: Neighbourhood Unemployment Rate, 2001
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Neighbourhood Unemployment in Germany, Belgium and France 1999-2001
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Highest neighbourhood unemployment rate
City unemployment rate
Lowest neighbourhood unemployment rate

GERMANY

BELGIUM
FRANCE

Source: Urban Audit

ITALY



REGIONAL POLICY

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
http://europa.eu.int

Urban actions in EU Regional Policy

• 1980ies: Need for coordination of European policies in certain 
territorial fields AND need for new (innovative) solutions to 
occurring problems

• 1989-94 Urban Pilot-Projects Phase I

• 1994-1999 URBAN Community Initiative 
EC's instrument to support cities at the regeneration of 
deprived neighbourhoods

Integrated approach
Coordinated multiple solutions to tackle multiple problems
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Qualification
Education

Good 
governance
Participation

Exchange of
experience
Networking

Financing
urban renewal

Environmental
Issues

Urban Mobility

Social
inclusion

Economic
development

Urban Planning
Physical

regeneration

URBAN 

Programme (Management)
Integrated urban development plan

Integrated urban
development
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2000-2006: 213 billion EURO
(1999 Prices), Agenda 2000

13612

47

18

Urban actions in EU Regional Policy

• Agenda 2000: Objective of Mainstreaming of the URBAN 
Community Initiative within mainstream programmes fails

• 2000-2006 URBAN II Community Initiative , including 
URBACT

• 2007-2013 Mainstreaming of urban actions
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The URBAN Community Initiative: Main characteristics

• Objective: Regeneration of neighbourhoods in decline

• Integrated Programmes with high aid intensity per capita

• Integrated urban development plan as basis

• Focus on combatting social exclusion

• Regeneration of public space and of the urban environment

• Economic and cultural activities

• Local partnerships – cities, private sector, civil society

• Efforts to simplify management
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Methodological lessons learned from URBAN

1. Integrated approach – “Acquis Urban” (measures combined 
in a small area to maximise impact / high value for money)
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1

2

URBAN II Leipzig: 
Who created most jobs in Leipzig in the past 5 years?



REGIONAL POLICY

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
http://europa.eu.int

Methodological lessons learned from URBAN

1. Integrated approach – “Acquis Urban” (measures combined 
in a small area to maximise impact / high value for money)

2. Integrated urban development plans are needed
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URBAN II Graz (AT): 
Programme structure
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Methodological lessons learned from URBAN

1. Integrated approach – “Acquis Urban” (measures combined 
in a small area to maximise impact / high value for money)

2. Integrated urban development plans are needed

3. Area-based concept as an instrument to deal with the 
regeneration of disadvantaged neighbourhoods
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URBAN II Dessau 
(DE): 
Programme area
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Methodological lessons learned from URBAN

1. Integrated approach – “Acquis Urban” (measures combined 
in a small area to maximise impact / high value for money)

2. Integrated urban development plans are needed

3. Area-based concept as an instrument to deal with the 
regeneration of disadvantaged neighbourhoods

4. “leverage effect”: mobilisation of public / private contribution

5. Transparent selection of eligible areas
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Methodological lessons learned from URBAN

6. Good governance 
• Strong local partnerships
• High visibility for citizens
• Multi-project management 
• Administrative simplification – sub-delegation

7. Networking and exchange of experience 
(URBACT, German-Austrian URBAN network, 
URBAN France)
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URBAN – An integrated urban development programme

• Building on the experience from the URBAN Community
Initiative, certain principles for integrated urban development
plans can be identified: 
– holistic and cross sectoral
– strategic and sustainable (priorities, strategy, time scale)
– selectiv and analysis based (area, theme)
– visible (image)
– action oriented (finance, actions, tools)
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The integrated approach

The URBAN Community Initiative 1994-2006. 
A success story


